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PARENT NEWSLETTER  

WINTER 2009 
        granitecityschools@gcsd9.net 

(618) 451-5808 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
It’s hard to believe that our first semester is nearing an end.  Following is our semester exam schedule: 
Tuesday, 12/15/09 – 1st hr 8:00 -10:00 am; 2nd hr 10:20 – 12:20 pm.  Wednesday, 12/16/09 – 3rd hr 8:00 – 10:00 
am; 4th hr 10:20 – 12:20 pm; and 5th hr 12:50 – 2:50 pm.  Thursday, 12/17/09 6th hr 8:00 – 10:00 am; 7th hr 10:20 
– 12:20 pm.  The cafeteria will be open to students that arrive early or wish to study in between finals.  
Students arriving late for a semester exam are required to report to the Attendance Office before going to 
class.  During exam week breakfast will be served each day from 7:30 – 8:00 am. Lunches will be served 
from 10:00 – 12:30 on Tuesday and Thursday and from 10:00 – 12:50 on Wednesday. Buses  - All buses will 
be picking up at the bus stops at their regular time in the mornings.  Pick-up times for the high school are 
12:30pm on Tuesday and Thursday; 3:10 pm on Wednesday and Friday.  “Change Day” is Friday, December 
18th.  Students should report to their homerooms at 8:00 am.  Any student that needs to make changes to 
his/her schedule needs to report to his/her homeroom teacher for instructions.  Any adjustments to 
schedules that are not made by the student on change day, the counselors will make final changes based 
on availability.   
 
Have a safe and Happy Holiday Season! (Students will return after Winter Break on Tuesday, January 5th.) 
 
Sincerely, 
Jim Greenwald     
 
 

òNEWS FROM THE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENTó 
GCHS Tournaments this winter: 
 December 5th ðChuck Ganz Feshman Wrestling Tournament 
 December 29-30 ð William Schmitt Varsity Wrestling Tournament  
 January 9th ð Walt Whitaker JV Wrestling Tournament  
 January 19-21 ð Boys Freshman basketball Tournament 
 March 17th ð Winter Sports Awards  
 
 
 
RECYCLING NEWS: 
GCHS is appreciative of your support with our recycling efforts.  We are continuing to collect cell phones, inkjet and printer 
cartridges and are extending our efforts.  We will now be collecting clean, used t-shirts (only) to be used for an 
organization called Newborns in Need.  They make skull caps for babies in poverty.  Our old t-shirts make this possible. 
Again, we deeply appreciate your continued support and look forward to working together in the future. 
If you have a business, or know of a business in any state, and would like to become a District 9 Warrior 
Recycling Partner, please email Pam Cook @ pam.cook@gcsd9.net or call 451-5808 x2537.  
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Renaissance Mission Statement 
The mission of the Renaissance Program at 

Granite City High School is to promote student 

achievement, teacher effectiveness, parent support, 

and community awareness of an attitude of 

excellence at Granite City High School.  

Renaissance works to create and sustain an 

environment where academic achievement is expected, nurtured, and celebrated through a program of 

reinforcement, recognition, and reward. 
THE HEARTLAND  

RENNAISSANCE CONFERENCE 

This year has been a year of growth!  Eight students and three teachers traveled to Indiana in October to learn new 

ways to celebrate successes at our school.  Students and teachers enjoyed working with 20 other schools to improve 

the programs we already have, as well as learning new ideas for future Renaissance events. The group came back 

excited to become leaders at the school and share their experience. We are looking forward to sharing these new ideas 

in the future! 

 
 

 
 

RENAISSANCE TOP TEN: Congratulations goes out to the nominated students of our new program: the Renaissance Top 

Ten.  These students were chosen by the teachers as outstanding representatives of our school: 
 

September  

Tyler  McLain 

Blake  Holmes 

Jacquelyn  Rogers 

Michael  Bast 

Ginger  Ross 

Tyler  Prazma 

Charles  King 

Leeann  Abbott 

Jeffery  Green 

Jennifer  Barnhart 

October 

Ray Hussmann 

Devin Miller 

Kenny Nolan 

Dustin Hitchcock 

Courtney George 

Brittany Domagalski 

Katelyn Peck 

Breanna Whitaker 

Salvador Ybarra 

Jessica Mueller 

November 

Paige Lansaw 

Kristin Schellhardt 

Johnny Arko 

Brandon Fisher 

Joshua Dowdy 

Kelsey Allen 

Kelly O’Keefe 

Billy Morales 

Marlena Holmes 

Samuel Null 

 

Order the 2010 Warrior Yearbook 
 $60- same cost as last year 

Go to www.jostens.com 

 
August – 

English Teacher Chris Hutchings 

Assistant Principal Tim Moran 

 

September – 

English Teacher Lisa Miller 

Monitor Connie Paterson 

 

October – 

English Teacher Andrew Crider 

Permanent Substitute Connie Koenig 

 

                                              November – 

Science Teacher Diane Prazma 

Vice Principal of Curriculum Cindy Gagich 

 

December – 

Science Teacher Amy Heath 

Counselor Pam Cook 

http://www.jostens.com/


Parents/Guardians of Seniors:  If you did not receive information about senior ads and/or baby 
pictures for the 2010 Yearbook and are interested, please email the Yearbook 

sponsor, Karen Greenwald @ karen.greenwald@gcsd9.net.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the nation, 

about 20% of motor crashes 

involve teen drivers.  

Roughly 7% of drivers in Illinois are teenagers.  Although, Illinois has th e lowest fatality rate, 

as many 93 teens died in car crashes in 2008.  To raise teen aware ness of traffic safety 

problems, Student Council has been awarded two safe driving grants.  The Illinois Department 

of Transportation, along with the Allstate Foundation and Ford have teamed up to sponsor 

Operation Teen Safe Drivingé.OTSD!!  OTSD is a $2000 grant awarded to Illinois high schools 

as financial assistance for the development of a peer to peer awareness program that will 

educate and impact the school and community.  To promote roadway safety in our community, 

the GCHS Student Council was awarde d one of the $2000 grants.  For more information about 

the grant and to visit the programõs website go to www.TEENSAFEDRIVING ILLINOIS.com .  

www.drivingskillsforlife.com   
www.keepthedrive.com                                             

 

 

On Saturday, November 21, Student Council delivered 30 

Thanksgiving baskets to families in our community!!  

During the first 2 weeks of November, students donated 

canned goods for the baskets!!  Special thanks to the GC 

Junior Service Club for the $250 donation for the turkeys. 

Mark your calendar……Monday, November 30 – Friday, 

December 11, Student Council will be collecting money in 1
st
 

hour classes to support our Annual Christmas Basket 

Collection!!  This year Student Council will fill 150 baskets 

for families in our community.  Our goal is to collect $5,000!! 

Student Council will deliver the baskets on Friday, December 

18. 

mailto:karen.greenwald@gcsd9.net
http://www.teensafedrivingillinois.com/
http://www.drivingskillsforlife.com/
http://www.keepthedrive.com/


In conjunction with SWIC, Student Council was awarded a $500 grant to promote making good choices about 

with whom a student chooses to ride. Watch for more details about both of these grants in the upcoming 

months.   

 
 
 
 

GCHS CAREER DAY 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 
 
 

All freshman Career Pathway students 

recently had the opportunity to participate 

in Career Day at GCHS.  We had over 160 

students in attendance.  Each of these students 

were able to hear two guest speakers of their 

choice from various careers.  These careers 

included pharmaceuticals, law, cosmetology, 

nursing, web design, fashion merchandising and 

marketing, social work, law enforcement, music, 

professional athletics and military.  The students 

truly enjoyed this learning experience. We are 

looking forward to the spring semester Career Day. 
 
 

 
Media Center/Library AnnouncementsτOctober marked the first time the library eclipsed the 1,000 book 
check-ƻǳǘ ƭŜǾŜƭΗ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άwŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ [ƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ 
4books from the list by the beginning of April and to fill out a short form in the Media Center when they finish 
all 4.  Aǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƛǎ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ wƛŎƪ {ƪǿƛƻǘΩǎ Christmas at 
Long Lake. They are $5 and can be picked up in the library.  REMEMBER:  The open computer lab is after 
school on Tuesdays and Thursdays till 6:00 pm on regular attendance days only. 
 

KUDOS to Mrs. Peach’s Lit & Society Classes 
Mrs. Peach’s Lit & Society classes read the novel Fallen Angels which is about the soldiers in the Vietnam 
War.  The soldiers often refer to the importance of letters they receive from friends and family.  Her senior 
students were eager to write these letters to our military in Iraq and Afghanistan to let them know how 
they are respected and admired.  These students are taking what they do in class and are applying it in the 
world.  Great job!  The students received a note from Letters from Home, Inc. thanking them for their 
thoughtfulness. 
 
 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!  

 

 

Career Pathways - CALLING ALL FRESHMEN!  

The Business Department would like to thank the 

following individuals for participating in Career Day:   
 

Mrs. Jamie Hayes, PharmD, RPh, Pharmacist 

Mrs. Ann Birdsong, GCHS School Nurse 

Mr. Tom Schooley, The Law Offices of Thomas Schooley 

Mrs. Tari Harper, Tari’s Hair Design 

Mr. Wyatt Roberds, GCHS Band Director 

Capt. Darin Clements, Granite City Police Department 

Mr. George Sykes, Wildfire Internet Services 

Mrs.  Emilee Schnefke, Patricia Stevens College 

Lt. Cmdr. Wm. Dan Harris, Commanding Officer, US Coast Guard 

Mr. Justin McMillian, Elite FT 

 

 


